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TAGS: PFOR, PE 

SUBJECT: NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE: PANAMANIAN MINISTER 

COMMENTS ON TROOP MANEUVERS AND CANAL NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: LIMA 7038 

1. IN AN AUGUST 28 PRESS CONFERENCE, PANAMANIAN MINISTER 
JUAN TACK REJECTED U.S. EXPLANATIONS AND CHARACTERIZED TROOP 
MANEUVERS IN THE CANAL ZONE AS A "THREAT TO THE GOVERNMENT 
AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF PANAMA." HE SAID THE 
MANEUVERS WERE TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE OPENING OF THE 
NAC AND WERE AIMED AT DISCOURAGING PANAMA FROM JOINING THE 
NON-ALIGNED GROUP. 

2. TACK SAID THAT TO CARRY OUT THE MANEUVERS, THE U.S. 

HAD AIRLIFTED ADDITIONAL TROOPS FROM FORT BRAGG, NORTH 
CAROLINA. IF THESE TROOPS ARE NOT WITHDRAWN, HE SAID, PANAMA 
HAS RECOURSE TO TWO DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES: (A) BRING 

THE ISSUE UP IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE UN, OR (B) 

REQUEST A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE OAS UNDER THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE RIO TREATY. HE SAID THE MANEUVERS WOULD NOT BE A 
SUBJECT OF THE CANAL NEGOTIATIONS. 
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3. TACK SAID THAT WHEN THE NEGOTIATIONS REOPEN ON SEPT. 4, 
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PANAMA WILL WANT TO DISCUSS PROVISIONS FOR "DEFENSE AND 
PROTECTION" OF THE CANAL. HE SAID THE U.S. NOW HAS 14 BASES 
IN THE ZONE. FOR NEGOTIATIONS TO PROCEED SMOOTHLY. THESE 
SHOULD BE REDUCED TO THREE, WHICH, WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD, 

MUST ALSO BE DISMANTLED. ASKED WHAT HE MEANT BY "SHORT", 

HE REPLIED THIS WOULD BE A SUBJECT FOR NEGOTIATION. 

DEAN 
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